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	GUIDELINES

	Purpose

	This annual award is being offered through the Community Partnerships section and the Ros Bower Memorial Trust, to an arts worker or artist with a proven record of high achievement in the field of community arts and cultural development.  It aims to recognise distinguished effort in fostering and furthering the philosophies and principles espoused by Rosalie Bower, founding director of the Community Arts Board.

“For us, the only hope is for the arts to become part

of the everyday lives of a majority and not a

minority of the people.” - Ros Bower (1923-1980)

Ros Bower was a driving force in the development and support of community arts; she is fondly referred to as ‘the architect of community arts’ in Australia.  In 1979, she wrote: “The arts should not be seen to be incarcerated in respectability.  Nor should they be isolated, physically or psychologically, from the broader concept of the people’s culture: leisure, sport, shopping, recreation, parks and gardens, activities associated with the environment and the national heritage, and the world of work and commerce.  In Australia especially, without the massive backup of a visible historical culture, the arts must be integrated or they may perish.”

Ros began her working life as a cadet journalist and feature writer at the Sydney Morning Herald and later in television as a producer.  She then joined the Australia Council for the Arts as a policy officer and quickly identified an enormous area of arts activities in Australia not qualifying for arts subsidies.  She became a passionate advocate for what was to become known as community arts.  In 1974, Ros moved to Melbourne to establish and manage an office for the Council and became involved in the Victorian arts community.  Returning to Sydney, she was chosen to manage the new Community Arts Board.  She argued for cultural democracy and the right of all Australians to have access to the arts.

Failing health forced her early retirement late in 1979, and she died in May 1980. Following her death, her colleagues were inspired to establish this award in her memory and paid her this tribute:  “To all her activities Ros brought energy, humour, intelligence and unflagging commitment.  In her 10 years’ association with the Australia Council she was responsible for the development of a great deal of visionary policy.  Most significantly, she provided the terms of reference within which the Community Arts Program, and later the Community Arts Board, would function.

“Ros’s forceful intellect, her capacity to articulate both philosophical perspectives and practical applications, her own personal standards and high aspirations for the community arts field, have provided a firm base on which community arts in Australia have developed.”


	Past Winners

	
	
	

	1981
Domenic Mico
1982
Margaret Walker

1983
Gil Weaver


1984
Ian & Narelle Reece
1985  
Joan Campbell

1986  
Vivienne Binns

1987  
Peter Hicks

1988
Flying Fruit Fly Circus
1989
Robin Laurie                               
1990
Paddy Garritty

1991
Garage Graphix                          
	1992
Komninos Zervos
1993
Ken Conway
1994
Maud Clark
1995
Marla Guppy
1996
Margaret Fischer            

1997
Don Mamouney
             

1998
Peter Winkler
1999
Ruby Red                       

2000
Sally Marsden                

2001
Cath Cantlon  
2002
Scott Rankin  
	2003
Neal Price
2004    Bryn Griffiths
2005    Graham Pitts &
             Lachlan McDonald
2006    Marily Cintra
2007    Richard Franklin
2008    Steve Payne
2009    Maria Filippow
 
2010    Alissar Chidiac
2011    Kharen Harper          

	Nominations

	Nominations will be accepted from organisations and individuals. This Award is open only to individual artists and arts workers, who must be nominated by other people. Artists or arts workers may not nominate themselves.  Please note that nominations may only be made for living artists. Awards will not be made posthumously.

	Please note: The award is not project based and, therefore, it is not given to assist any particular project, program or intended activity. The Community Partnerships Committee does not need to know how the nominee will spend the award money.

	Amount

	$50,000

	Selection criteria

	In selecting the award recipient the Community Partnerships Committee, assisted by the Ros Bower Memorial Trust, will take the following into account:

· Sustained commitment and dedication to community arts and cultural development

· Artistic leadership

· A substantial body of work that has resulted in an improved quality of life in a particular community or communities; and
· Innovative contribution to extending the range and scope of community arts and cultural development.

	How to apply

	Nominations should comprise of the following:

· The attached application form

· A letter from the nominator explaining the reasons for their nomination (related to the selection criteria, maximum of 5 pages)
· Up to five letters of support (in addition to the nomination letter) from colleagues, peers and/or communities who can speak for the community arts and cultural development work of the nominee (1 page each)
· The nominee’s curriculum vitae (maximum of 5 pages)
· Any two of the following:
Photographs/electronic images (no more than ten in total); Written material (no more than five pages); DVD; up to three live website links (URL) embedded in to a Word or pdf document. 
Please ensure that all supporting material is clearly labelled and briefly explains how this material is relevant to the nominee’s past work.

The Community Partnerships Committee and the Trust reserve the right not to make an award in any year.

Please note: All nomination materials must be postmarked by 2 March 2012. Material arriving after that date will not be included in the assessment process.

	
	For further information 

contact Community Partnerships:

Ph: 02 9215 9034 or Toll free: 1800 226 912

Email: cp@australiacouncil.gov.au
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	2 March 2012
	September 2012
	
	

	

	Q1. Nominee’s Details (i.e. the person whom you are nominating for the award)

	This should be their full name. For example, the name used on their passport or ABN registration.

	Title:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Mr
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Ms
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other (specify)
	     
	Date of birth
	   /
	   /
	    
	

	
	

	Given names:
	     
	Family name:
	     
	

	
	

	Does this person have Australian citizenship or permanent residency status?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	

	

	Tel (Bh):
	(     )
	     
	Tel (Ah):
	(     )
	     
	

	

	Fax:
	(     )
	      
	Mob:
	     
	

	

	Email (please write clearly):
	     
	

	

	

	Address details

	Street:
	     
	

	

	Suburb:
	     
	State:
	     
	Postcode:
	     
	

	

	Country: 
	     
	

	
	
	

	Postal address (if same as street address, write ‘as above’):
	     
	

	

	Suburb:
	     
	State:
	     
	Postcode:
	     
	

	

	Country: 
	     
	

	

	   In which federal electorate does the nominee reside? (if known)
	     
	

	

	Q2. Nominator’s details (i.e. the person making the nomination)

	
	

	Title:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Mr
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Ms
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other (specify)
	     
	Date of birth
	   /
	   /
	    
	

	
	

	Given names:
	     
	Family name:
	     
	

	

	Tel (Bh):
	(     )
	     
	Tel (Ah):
	(     )
	     
	

	

	Fax:
	(     )
	      
	Mob:
	     
	

	

	Email (please write clearly):
	     
	

	

	Address details

	Street:
	     
	

	

	Suburb:
	     
	State:
	     
	Postcode:
	     
	

	

	Country: 
	     
	

	
	
	

	Postal address (if same as street address, write ‘as above’):
	     
	

	

	Suburb:
	     
	State:
	     
	Postcode:
	     
	

	

	Country: 
	     
	

	
	
	


	Nominee’s Name:      


	Q3. Support material

	

	Your nomination must include:

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Curriculum vitae of the nominee (maximum of 5 pages).

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	A letter from the nominator explaining the reasons for their nomination (related to the selection criteria, maximum of 5 pages).

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Up to five letters of support (in addition to the nomination letter) from colleagues, peers and/or communities who can speak for the community arts and cultural development work of the nominee (1 page each)

	

	  You must also submit any two of the following additional support material:

	Type
	Description

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Up to five A4 pages of written material (e.g. excerpts of published writing, research or press coverage)
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Up to ten printed photographs or electronic images 
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	DVD (no more than 8 minutes will be viewed by the assessment committee)
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	URL’s (up to three live website links – these must be embedded in to a Word or pdf document)
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	Please note: You need to ensure that the DVD you send has the 8 minutes you want the Committee to view at the very beginning.

	Q3.1 Please briefly tell us how this support material is relevant to the nominee’s past work

	

	
	     
	

	

	Please send your application to:
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	Note: Applications postmarked after the closing date or applications received by fax will not be eligible; nor will applications that do not have all required support materials attached. If the closing date falls on a weekend or public holiday then the application must be postmarked by the next working day.
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